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Lepanthes implexa Luer & Hirtz



LUER — LEPANTHES OF ECUADOR

TYPE: ECUADOR: Prov. of Morona-Santiago: epi-
phytic in cloud forest east of the pass between Gua-
laceo and Limén, alt. 2150 m, 16 Feb. 1986, C.
Luer, J. Luer, A. Embree, A. Hirtz & W. Flores
11841 (Holotype: MO).

Although vegetatively somewhat smaller, this
species is similar to L. urotepala Reichb.f. Lepan-
thes implexa differs in having minutely denticulate
sepals; the upper lobes of the petals are neither as
narrow nor as long; and the appendix is differently
sculpted from that of L. urotepala. Reichenbach, of
course, never saw the appendix of the dried speci-
men of L. urotepala which was collected by Jame-
son on the western slopes of Pichincha. Plants an-
swering exactly the description and sketches of L.
urotepala have been found in the same area as the
type collection as well as a little farther north in the
province of Imbabura. Only in this manner could
the details of the appendix of the true L. urotepala
be learned. The appendix of L. urotepala is tran-
sected into two ciliate parts: the upper resembling a
bird’s head with a beak, the lower spoon-shaped.
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